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This opinion contains indications relating to the following items: 

Basis of the opinion 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Rule 436/s.l (a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 

FURTHER ACTION 

If a demand for international preliminary examination is made, this opinion will usually be considered to be a 
written opinion of the International Preliminary Examining Authority ("IPEA"). However, this does not apply where 
the applicant chooses an Authority otherthan this one to be the IPEA and the chosen IPEA has notifed the 
International Bureau under Rule 66.1b/'s(b) that written opinions of this International Searching Authority 
will not be so considered. 

If this opinion is, as provided above, considered to be a written opinion of the IPEA, the applicant is invited to 
submit to the IPEA a written reply together, where appropriate, with amendments, before the expiration of three 
months from the date of mailing of Form PCT/lSA/220 or before the expiration of 22 months from the priority date 
whichever expires later. 

For further options, see Form PCT/lSA/220. 

For further details, see notes to Form PCT/lSA/220. 
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Box No. I Basis of the opinion 



1 ^aS^^hf^^H ° Pi r i0n h ? S been established °" the basis of the international applicat.on in 
trie language in which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

D lanauaae 00 whioh^th^ 1 '^^ ^ baa ! s ° f 3 translation the original language into the following 
(underlies 12 Sand 23.1 1(b)) " * tranSlat '° n fumiShed f0r the purposes of 'national search 9 

Z SS^hTL^S 3C ^ d s ^ uence discl °sed in the international application and 

necessary to the claimed invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. type of material: 

□ a sequence listing 

□ table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material: 

□ in written format 

□ in computer readable form 

c. time of filing/furnishing: 

□ contained in the international application as filed. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

3 ' ° h^hPPn^iri nfw Se h h H ^° re than ^ ne version or c °Py of a sequence listing and/br table relating thereto 
has been filed or furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional 

SprSrfate e were furnished* 6 apP ' iCation aS filed or does not go be y° nd tne application as filed, as 
4. Additional comments: 
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applicability Non - establisflment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial 



The questions whether the claimed invention appears to be novel, to involve an inventive step (to be non 
obvious), or to be industrially applicable have not been examined in respect of: 

□ the entire international application, 

El claims Nos. 6-8, 17, 18, 27, 35, 36, 42, 43 

because: 

D L M r£Sf a n n a l!S5 1,Dn .' or ! he said 0,aims Nos - relate t0 the foNowin 9 sub J ect matter which 

does not require an international preliminary examination (specify): 

° MnnSftS !!' ° laimS °l drawin 9 s (indicate particular elements below) or said claims Nos. are so 
unclear that no meaningful opinion could be formed (specify): 

D could be formed" Cla ' mS ^ ^ S ° inadequate, y su PP°rted by the description that no meaningful opinion 
m 1 8,27 3? 36 a 4| e 43 Ch ^ 6StabliShed for the wnole application or for said claims Nos. 6-8, 1 7. 

D wff^^ NSt,ng d08S n0t COmP ' y With the Sta " dard ^ ided f ° r in A — 

the written form □ has not been furnished 

□ does not comply with the standard 
the computer readable form □ has not been furnished 

□ does not comply with the standard 

□ the tables related to the nucleotide andfor amino acid sequence listing, if in computer readable form only do 
not comply with the technical requirements provided for in Annex C-bis of the Administrative Instructions! 

□ See separate sheet for further details 
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Box No. IV Lack of unity of invention _____________ 

1. HI In response to the invitation (Form PCT/ISA/206) to pay additional fees, the applicant has: 

□ paid additional fees. 

□ paid additional fees under protest. 
_ not paid additional fees. 

2. □ This Authority found that the requirement of unity of invention is not complied with and chose not to invite 

the applicant to pay additional fees. 

3. This Authority considers that the requirement of unity of invention in accordance with Rule 13.1, 13.2 and 13.3 is 

□ complied with 

M not complied with for the following reasons: 
see separate sheet 

4. Consequently, this report has been established in respect of the following parts of the international application: 

□ all parts. 

__ the parts relating to claims Nos. 12,40,41 



Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43_>/s.1 (a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or 
industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 


12,40,41 




No: 


Claims 


1 -5,9-1 1,13-1 6,19-26,28-34,37-39,44 


Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 


12,40,41 




No: 


Claims 


1 -5,9-1 1 ,13-1 6,1 9-26,28-34,37-39,44 


Industrial applicability (IA) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-44 




No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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Box No. VII Certain defects in the international application 

The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item IV. 

The separate inventions/groups of inventions are: 
1 -5,9-1 6, 1 9-26,28-34,37-39,40,41 ,44 

Method of producing contact lenses using a laser cutting device 
6-8,17,18,27,42,43 

Method of producing contact lenses using high energy 
35,36 

Apparatus for producing contact lenses using male and female inserts 

They are not so linked as to form a single general inventive concept (Rule 13.1 PCT) for 
the following reasons: 

The application concerns methods and an apparatus for manufacturing contact lenses. 

The reasons for which the present application has been deemed to contain 3 inventions 
which are not linked such that they form a single general inventive concept, as required by 
Rules 13.1, 13.2 and 13.3, PCT are as follows: 

The prior art has been identified as: GB21 1 9957 , which concerns a manufacturing of 
contact lenses, which discloses: 

providing a substantially dry material ( see page 4 line 63 "substantially non-cross linked"), 

forming a blanks ( page 4 line 65 to page 5 line 3) 

hydrating said blanks (see page 5 line 6 ""aqueous solution"). 

or alternatively see example 1 . 

D1 also discloses crosslinking as in step c of claim 27 and the features of claim 30 which 
are directly implied by example 1 and also inherent to the method of claim 1 . 

Also claims 28 and 44 are claim to contact lenses per se which are well known 
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Hence claims 1-5,9-16,19-26,28-34,37-39,40,41,44 are not novel or are directly obvious to 
a skilled man. 



Invention 



From which analysis follows that the following technical features can be seen to make a 
contnbut/on over this prior art (Special Technical Features (STF), (Rule 13.2 PCT)): 

claims 12,40,41 removing the lens blanks from the sheet using laser cutting 



From these STF the objective problem to be solved by the 1 st invention can be construed 
as: 

to provide a method of removing lens blanks which is an alternative to that in the prior art 
Invention II 

From a comparison of the disclosure of this prior art and the technical features the 
following features can be seen to make a contribution over this prior art (Special Technical 
Features (STF), (Rule 13.2 PCT)): 

claims 6-8,2742,43: applying high energy to the shaped blanks 



From these, the objective problem to be solved can be construed as: 
to provide a means of crosslinking which is an alternative to that in the prior art. 
Invention III: 



From a comparison of the disclosure of this prior art and the technical features the 
following features can be seen to make a contribution over this prior art (Special Technical 
Features (STF), (Rule 13.2 PCT)): 
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claims 35,36: platens are removably connectable with a plurality of inserts 



From these, the objective problem to be solved can be construed as: 
to provide an apparatus which is an alternative to that of the prior art. 



The above analysis shows that the special technical features of invention I are neither the 
same as nor corresponding to those of invention II , nor the same as or corresponding to 
those of invention III 



This appears to show lack of corresponding technical effect as well. Consequently, 
neither the objective problem underlying the subjects of the (three) claimed inventions, nor 
their solutions defined by the (special) technical features allow for a relationship to be 
established between the said inventions, which involves a single general inventive 
concept. 



Re Item V 

D1 : GB-A-2 1 1 9 957 ( AGRIPAT AG) 23 November 1 983 (1 983-1 1 -23) 

D2: EP-A-0 131 227 (BAYER AG) 1 6 January 1985 (1 985-01 -1 6) 

D3: US-A-4 786 446 (HAMMAR ET AL) 22 November 1 988 (1 988-1 1 -22) 

INDEPENDENT CLAIMS 1,28,29,44 

The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1 ) PCT, because the 
subject-matter of claim 1 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) PCT. See Item IV above. 
Similar arguments apply to D2 and D3. Note hard contact material is dry and that cutting 
(machining) is also a means to apply a physical force. Also claims 28 and 44 are claims to 
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a contact lens per se. 

DEPENDENT CLAIMS 2-5,9-1 1 ,1 3-1 6,1 9-26,30-34,37-39 

Dependent claim 2-5,9-1 1,13-16,19-26,30-34,37-39 do not contain any features which, in 
combination with the features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of 
the PCT in respect of novelty and/or inventive step (Article 33(2) and (3) PCT). 

DEPENDENT CLAIMS 12,40,41 

Document D1 , which is considered to represent the most relevant state of the art is 
discussed above ( see Item IV).The subject-matter of claim 1 is therefore novel (Article 
33(2) PCT). 

The problem to be solved by the present invention and solution to this problem as are also 
discussed in Item IV. The proposed solution enables an alternative method of cutting the 
lens blanks fro e.g. a sheet: this was not hinted or suggested in the prior art. Hence, claim 
1 of the present application is considered as involving an inventive step (Article 33(3) 
PCT). 

Re Item VII 

Contrary to the requirements of Rule 5.1 (a)(ii) PCT, the relevant background art disclosed 
in the documents D1 ,D2,D3 is not mentioned in the description, nor are these documents 
identified therein. 
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